
Social Economy in Lapland

Lapland is the northernmost region  
in the European Union. With the population 
of 180 000 people (and another 180 000 
reindeer) and the area more than three 
time the size of Belgium, Lapland is also 
the most sparsely populated region.

Long distances and lack of resources 
create challenges for maintaining the 
wellbeing of locals. On the other hand, 
vast nature and silence are reasons why 
people wish to live in the north. 

Despite the distant location, 
three international borders and thriving 
tourism make Lapland highly international 
region. Economy based on the use of 
natural resources calls for sustainability.

With the help of social economy,  
we want to make Lapland even better place 
to live by promoting existing strengths 
and sustainable ways to operate. 
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1. Foundation



In Lapland social economy consists 
of multiple actors representing civil society, 
private, and public sectors. 

At the moment social economy
actions in Lapland are conducted by civil 
society. From private sector, we aim to 
attract more enterprises with interests 
in creating positive social impact and 
supporting vitality and wellbeing of 
local communities. 

We also focus on including social 
economy thinking in the policies 
and actions of regional actors and 
municipalities. For example public 
procurement policies can be used as tools 
to encourage social economy thinking. 
In addition, public organisations can 
act as forerunners for including social 
sustainability in their everyday work.

With cooperation together with 
different actors we can develop models 
for action to support employment, 
education, local economy, livelihoods 
and increase vitality in both rural 
and urban areas.

For More 
Information

arcticsmartness@lapinliitto.fi
arcticsmartness.eu
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2. Action


